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Die veneris 52 Die Novembris, 1745 
T is Ordered by be Lords Spiritual and Temporal 


in Parliament aſſembled, That the Thanks of this 
Hoh ball be, and are hereby given to the Lord Biſhop 


of CLonrEkft, for bis es preached. before this 
Houſe the yeh Er. 4. Chrift-Chrerch 3 and his Lord- 
ſhip is the defired ta Print and Publiſh the ſame. | 
And that no "Perſon preſume to Print the ſaid Sermon, | 
Dus 1 ah bid I fool] * t 
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"ia. Sterne, cler Porkianentar 
Y Virtue of the 


forging Order, I do appoint 
J. LEArHLRY to Print this Sermon, and do for- | 5 
vid any ober Perſon ro Prin the Jame. by 
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Math. \ vii. "a = 


Boware of falſe Prophets, who come to, vou in Sheep's 
Clothing, but inwardly they are ravening Wolves. 
Ye Hall l nom them by their Fruits: Do Men gather 


a Na of Thorns, or Figs of Thiſtles. 


N theſe Words our Bleſſed Lord gives 4 Caution 
4 againſt falſe Prophets, with a black Character in- 
4 9 | deed of them, and a Mark whereby to know em: 
= The Caution in the firſt Words, Beware of falſe Pro- 

= Pphers: The Character in the next, who come 7s you. in 
== Sheef's Clothing, bur inwardly they are ravening 
== Moles; and laſtly the Mark, whereby to know them, 
_ heir Fruits. The Character, and Mark, 
| _ with the: Application of theha' to our preſent 
* Purpoſe, 


[4] 
Purpoſe, ſhall be the ſeveral Points of my Diſcourſe, 
and if you pleaſe, of your Attention. | 
Firſt, for the Caution againſt falſe Prophets. By 
Prophet the Scriptures mean a Man, who either de- 
nounceth God's future Judgments againſt Sin, or de- 
clares his Promiſes of Rewards to Virtue. So Moah, 
that he might check the Flood of Vice, that was over- 
ſpreading the Earth, foretold a Flood of Waters, that 
ſhould, and did overſpread it. So Fenah declared the 
Judgments' of Heaven againſt Mineveb for its Sins, 
tho' the Vinevites being ſo wile as to believe theDecla- 
ration, eſcap'd the Judgments. So Mqſes on the other 
Hand, that he may keep the Mraelites, ſteady to the 
Worſhip of the true God, gives them Promiſe of a 
Land flowing with Milk and Honey, and in due time 
or in the Fullneſs of Days, of a greater Prophet and 
Saviour than himſelf. The fame, if Time permitted, 
might be ſhewn of 1/aiah and of all the Prophets, 
whoſe Books we read in the Old Teſtament : I mean 
that the End of their prophecying was to promote Vir 
tue and check Sin, or to maintain true Religion in the 
Hearts of Men. In after Times, ſuch Men as purſued 
the ſame End, tho not altogether by the ſame Means, 
that is to ſay, ſuch Men as preached true Religion tho 
they did not foretel future Events, yet were ſaid to 
prophecy, and were ſtyl'd Prophets. So of St. Jobn 
Baptiſt our Lord's Forerunner, it is ſaid, Luke i, 76. 
And thou, Child ſbalt be called the Prophet of the high- 
70 04 = 
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[5] 
et : For thou ſhalt go before the Face of the Lord to 
prepare his Ways ; To give Knowledge of Salvation 
unto his People, for the Remisfton of their Sins. Here 
we ſee, that to give Knowledge of Salvation to God's 
People is to prophecy, and becauſe St. John is to do ſo, 
therefore he is to be a Prophet. So in St. Paul's 
Senſe to prophecy is to ſpeak to Edification, Exhorta- 
tion, and Comfort, that is to inſtruct Men in Religion, 
to ſtir them up to its Practice, and to encourage them 
under its Difficulties. So Voah who is ſometimes call- 


ed a Prophet, is at other Times called a Preacher of 


Righteouſneſs: So Fonah's prophecying as it is called 


in the ſtyle of the Old Teſtament, is Jonab's preach- 


ing in the ſtyle of the New: | So St. Peter mentions 
falſe Teachers under the Goſpel, as anſwering to falſe 
Prophets. under the Law. From all theſe Inſtances it 


appears that our Saviour in the Text, when he 


bids us Beware of falſe Prophets, means to bid us 


beware of falſe Teachers or Teachers of falſe Religion. 
And what is that? What is true Religion? What is 
falſe ? Look, how far the Eaſt is from the Weſt : 


Look how high the Heaven of Heavens is above this 


Earth: So far is true Religion removed from falſe. 


True Religion is the Appointment of God, who is in- 


finite in Wiſdom, infinite in Goodneſs; of God the 


Father of Truth, who is not a Man that he ſhould lye, 
or the Son of Man that he ſhould deceive. Accord- 
ingly true Religion carries in her Face conſpicuouſſy 


een thoſe 


* 7 
5 


[6] 
thoſe lovely Features of Wiſdom, Goodneſs and Truth, 
which prove her to be of divine Deſcent : All other 
Religion is from Man, and muſt and doth, like its 
Author, abound with Defects which bewray its baſe ori- 
inal. Hence according to the various Tempers or De- 
Gone of. the Inventors we find that great Variety in the 
Superſtitions of the World. Here 'Tyranny and Oppreſ- 
fion and Violence; there enthuſiaſtic melancholy and 
Stupidity, voluntary Macerations, voluntary Tortures; 
here Stocks and Stones, here Leeks and Onions, here 
Dogs and Bulls, Rats and Serpents inſhrin d in Temples, 
and worſhipt with ſtrict Devotion. Nay we find, tho 
well one might have that there could not be 
found in any Part of the World Deities of more con- 
temptible Degree than what I have quit mentioned, yet 
e do find even in the politeſt Part of it, even in antient 


Nome, that renowned Seat of Empire, of Learning, of 


Civility, even there we find ſuch Deities as cannot 
be named in civil Company, much leſs in a religious 
Congregation, but he that ſhould name them muſt in- 


cur the Cenſure of Filthineſs and Bratality. So that 


St. Paul in his Account of Gentile Superſtitions ra- 
ther extenuates than aggravates the Matter, when 
he ſays they changed the Glory of the incorruptible God 
into an Image made like to corruptible Man, and 10 
Birds and fourfooted Beaſts and creeping Things. And 
indeed as often I take a ſurvey of Mankind under this 
wretched Variety of Deluſion, I cannot help think- 
ing of a great Company of Lunatics, in their ſeveral 
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[7] 
Cells, ſome moap'd with Melancholy, others raving 
with Phrenſy, ſome imploying themſelves very ſeri- 
oully in the Actions of Children, others groveling in 
filth like Beaſts ; all choquing Proofs of the lamentable 
Weakneſs of human Reaſon. And can ſuch Effects 
as theſe be charged to true Religion ? No, No; they 
cannot. Let God be juſtified, and Man be found, 
the Liar, as he is, in all theſe ſuperſtitions Impo- 
ſitions For what is true Religion, but to behave as 
becometh a Member of rational Society under God the 
Governor of the whole ? or in other Words, to behaye 
with filial Duty towards God, and with brotherly Be- 
nevolence towards one another? or as the ſame Senſe 
is ſtill better worded by the Prophet, who had it from 
God himſelf, what has Gad required of thee O Man, 
but to do Tuſtice, to love Mercy, and te walk humbly 
with thy God ? Sure Things ſo different in their Be- 
ginings as are true and falſe Religion, the one derived 


from God, the other from Man; of ſuch different Ten- 


dency in their after Progreſs, the one to rational De- 


votion and ſolid Virtue, the other to trifle and Folly 


and Madneſs, muſt conduct each its Votaries to very 
different Ends. And fo moſt afluredly thoſe Votaries 


will find it. They of true Religion will find them- 


{elves at laſt conducted to Life and Immortality, to 


the Society of bleſſed Spirits made perfect, to the Pre- 
ſence of God at whoſe Right Hand is Fullneſs of Joy 


to all Eternity, They of falſe Religion wil find indeed 
the 


- * 


_ 

the Juſtice of the ſame God ; but they will feel the 
moſt dreadful Effects of it. Nr 

And now that we are informed what is to be under- 
ſtood by falſe Prophets, it is eaſily ſeen whether we 
ought to beware of them or no. Would we beware of a 
Phyſician who inſtead of Medicines preſcribed Poiſons ? 
Would we beware of a Guide, who inſtead of 
conducting Men ſafe over a dangerous Precipice, 


known to thruſt them Headlong and deſtroy them ? 


Why then much more ought we to beware of a. 


falſe Prophet, who inſtead of the Bread of Life gives 


a Stone; who gives, inſtead of Fiſh, a Scorpion; 


inſtead of Nouriſhment, Death. For ſo doth the falſe 
Prophet abuſe Men. Every Chriſtian, I mean, who is ſo 
indeed, and not in Name alone, muſt be earneſtly con- 
cerned to know on what Terms his Soul is to be ſaved 


or loſt, what Rules of Life it has pleaſed God to ſet 


him, what Articles of Faith are preſcribed to him, in 


a Word he muſt be concerned to know what is true 


Religion. To know this and put his Knowledge in 
Practice is the Chriſtian's his only grand Concern. 
In this moſt important of all Affairs the falſe Prophet 
cheats his Diſciple, either undeſignedly, knowing no 
better himſelf, and then he is wlat the Scripture 
calls a blind Guide, in which Caſe both the Leader 
and . Follower muſt fall into the Ditch; or elſe he 
cheats him knowingly” and deſignedly, and then 
he is what the Scripture calls a Deceiver, a Character 
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[9] 
ſo deteſtable to God and Man, that I with moſt fincere- 
ly there were no Man living, who could deſerve it. The 
blind Guide doth irreparable Damage to as many as 
are blind enough to follow him; but after all he has 
ſomething to ſay for himſelf, © That he knew no 
4 better; that he intended no Harm, tho' he has done 
cc a great deal.” But the Deceiver, what can he ſay in 
his Defence? He did know better. He did know 
that God required many Things, which he concealed 
from his Diſciples ; and that many Things he impoſed 
on them, which God did not require. He knows he 
has trampled God's Commandments under Foot, in 
order to ſet up his own Traditions ; he knows he has 
wilfully perverted the Word of God by his falſe Inter- 
pretations; and Souls, which Chriſt dyed to fave, 
doth he know, he has ruin'd! Ruin'd them, and for 
what? for a little dirty Gain, or a little empty Ho- 
nour! O horrid, horrid, wanton Wickedneſs! To 
forge Laws, as if ordained by God; to ſtifle Laws, 
which really were ordained by him; to //ay in this Man- 
ner the Souls that ſhould not dye, for trifling Views, for 
handfuls of Barley, as the Prophet wordeth it, and for 


pieces of Bread | And will not the God of Mercy, God 


the Lover of Souls, will he not be avenged for ſuch 
Impiety as this? Moſt aſſuredly he will; He has 
denounced his Indignation againſt the propbane 
Prophet and Prieſt, whoſe Wickedneſs he has found 
in his own Houſe ; who commit - Folly; who pro- 
C phecy, 


100 


phecy, and cauſe his people to err; in whom he ſees an 


horrible Thing ; who commit Adultery, that is to fay, 
leave him and true Religion, to follow Idolatry and 


Superſtition ; who walk in lies; from whom Prophane- 
neſs goeth forth into all the Land; who ſtrengthen the 
Hands of evil Doers, that none doth return from his 
Wickedneſs ; who make his people vain, that is, given 
to ſenſeleſs Fopperies in Religion; who /peak a Viſion 
out of their own Heart, and not out of the Mouth of 
God; Prophets, who run when he bas not ſent them ; 
who prophecy what he has not ſpoken to them; who fill 


ſa to them, that deſpiſe bim, Ye ſhall have Peace; who 


Jay to every one that walketh after the Imagination of 


his own Heart, and not after the Ordinance of God, 


who fay to ſuch, No Eil fball come upon you. 
Therefore thus faith the Lord of Hoſts concerning theſe 
Prophets, * Behold Iwill feed them with Wormwood, 
« and make them drink the Water of Gall. Bebold 
* a whirlwind of the Lord is gone forth in Fury, even 
ca grievous whirtwind ; it ſball fall grievouſly upon 
©. the Head of thoſe wicked Men, Ferem. xxiii. 14. 
23. And if this Threat tho expreſſed with Vehemence, 
muſt however be underſtood only of a temporal Pun- 
iſhment: Yet that of gt. Jobn muſt certainly be un- 
derſtoad of Puniſhment eternal: The Devil that 
deceived the Nations and the Beaſt, aud the falſe Pro- 
Phet, ſhall be caſt into the lake of Fire aud. Brimflone, 
to 66 tormented Day and Wight, for auen and ever. 
" Apoc. 
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himſelf, yet ſeeing die World in general diſpoſed to 


Apor... Xx, 1. And hither let thoſe follow them; 
WhO can like ſuch Company 1 be | Devil, and 
the Beaſt and the fulſt Prophet? and ſuch Entertain- 
ment, as ever/afting Flamet : We ſor our Part will lay 
every one to his own Soul, 0 my Soul, Come nat thou 
into their Secret: unt their A embly, mint Hendur, 
be not thou uniteddl. | ai duranyud. Cf cont 
And fo doubtleſs would every Man living ſay to 
all falſe Prophets, if he did but know them to be 
ſuch : But there's the Difficulty, to know the true 
from the falſe Prophet. For | they bath approach "you 
under the ſame Colouts;; they Both-accoſt you with 
the ſame fair Speeches, about God and Religion and 
Concern for the good of your Souls; the falſe Prophets 
come to you in Sheep's Clothing, tbe inwardly they are 
ravening Wolves, which is the ſecond Point I am to 
ſpeak to. The i 3:919Hib 97th obs 
Mere there no other Reaſon, but what I have 
been mentioning under che duſt Head „ yer. that 
alone would be enough to make any Man beware of 
falſe Prophets; I mean that they ruin the Soul: But in 
the Character given of them, by our bleſſed Lord, of 
being Wolves in Sheep's Clothing, there are ſtill ather 
Reaſons, which to a Man af any Senſe and Spirit muſt 
make them moſt. abominable. Hypocriſy and Lying, 
Greedineſs and Cruelty make up the lovely Compoſi- 
tion, The falſe Prophet, tho a Man of no Religion 


* 


* 
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[72] 

it, may put on the Garb and Guiſe of it; may talk of 
Devotion, Ahſtinence aid P. er * be firſt in 
Church and laſt out of it; and all the while he is, there, 
to make him ſelf temarkible the Judas may ſet his Face 
into all the ſoft, the languiſhing Contrition of a Mag- 
d#lens in Picture. He may erumble the Duties of Re- 
ligion into numberleſs petty Points of no Conſe- 
quence to true Virtue and Morality; he may raiſe 
and improve needleſs Scruples in weak Minds; invent 
fabulous Doctrines merely to terrify ſick and dying 
Perſons, in order to gain extravagant Bequeſts from 
them; and all this Part, with a little Practice, he may 
be able to act with a very plauſible Appearance of Zeal 
and Piety. I fay with a very plauſible Appearance: 
For the true Prophet or the worthy Miniſter of God, 

is in Duty bound to do ſome Things the ſame, and 
ſome ſo little different in Appearance, that they are 
hardly to be diſtinguiſhed the one from the other. The 
true Prophet, or the worthy Miniſter of God, muſt be 
exemplary in common Life; exemplary in Devotion 
publick and domeſtick; he muſt be careful not to 
negle& any religious Duty himſelf, and as careful to 
prevent, as far as in him lies, the neglect of it in 
others 3 he muſt lend a willing and a patient Ear to the 
Scruples of tender Conſcienees, and adminiſter all the 
Eaſe and Comfort he can to them; muſt attend the 
Beds of fick and dying Perſons, ad endeavour to diſ- 


mu them to Acts of Juſtice and Charity, before they 


die. 
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[ 13 ] 
die. Theſe Things the good and true Miniſter of God 
muſt and will do : But he will never inſtil or improve 
groundleſs Scruples ; will never endeavour to make 
the Lives, and Deaths too of his Diſciples, uneaſy with 
falſe Terrors, with wrong Notions about God and 
another World ; will ſcorn to inrich himſelf or his 
Fraternity by the Ruin or the Wrong of the dying 
Perſons family, under Pretence of pious Uſes. But 
yet the Duties of the true Prophet and the Practice of 
the falſe ſhall ſo much reſemble one another, as not to 
be diſtinguiſhed but by the Principles they: proceed 
from, and the Ends they tend to. The Principle in 
one is real Religion and Conſcience; in the other, 
Hypocriſy and Deceit; the End propos'd by the one, 
is the Glory of God and the good of Souls; by the 
other, Self-Intereſt and Gain. But how ſhall they be 
known aſunder, theſe Principles and theſe Ends ? To 
God indeed the Diſcerner of Hearts, they are naked 
and open; but to Men, who muſt judge by Appear- 


ances, they are very hardly diſcerned, till they come at 


laſt, as our Lord ſays, they will do, to diſcover them- 
ſelves by their Fruits. By their Fruits you ſhall know 
them, as plainly and as eaſily, as you may a Thorn from 


a Vine, or a Thiſtle from a Fig-Tree : which is, our 


third and laſt Point to conſider. 
Religion, we all know, is a Thing of Practice. 


Religion, all and every part of it, tends to 


Practice. That Religion, which produceth no Prac- 
tice, 
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which produceth evil Practice, God knows and 
Ma too, is a great deal worſe than nothing. The 
Hay that found me at this part of my Diſcourſe, when 


many, who. are now here preſent, were abroad to ſee 
= WW © e. paſſing in Review before their General, 
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d, by the frequent full Vollies echoing into Town, 


Hint to me a Compariſon, which, I thought, might 


well illuſtrate this whole point. Suppoſe then the 
Soldier now duly inliſted, diligently trained, regularly 
exerciſed ; and to ſhew that he has been ſo, ſuppoſe 
him anſwering every Word of Command, on the 
Ground of Review, with proper, eaſy and ready Mo- 
tions of his Body, and of the Arms he handleth. This 
to us his Friends is a Sight very agreeable : This is 
what we readily conſent to call a fine Appearance: 
But till, to ſpeak the Truth, it is Appearance only; 
only the Theory of War. The Proof is wanting yet, 
of his being, what we wiſh and hope he is, a good 
Soldier. And what Proof is that? Why, tis Action. If 
he deſert for fear of Action, if he flinch in the time 
of Action; what availeth his being a perfect Maſter 
of the Theory in all its parts ? What availeth the fine 
appearance, he hath made ? What availeth it, that he 
hath given his Friends ſuch promiſing hopes of him? 
He muſt not after all pretend to wear the honourable 
Character of a good Soldier. So the Chriſtian, who 
by our Church itſelf is deem'd to be no other than a 

Soldier 


[ 15 ] 
Soldier, inliſted under Chriſts Banner by the Sacrament 
of Baptiſm, and it was this Authority indeed that made 
me bold to hope I might find Fayouy if I ufed the 
fame Compariſon the Chriſtian, then, Lay, may be 
duly initiated, carefully inſtructed, regularly exerci- 
ſed ; well ſeen in all performances of publick Worſhip : 
And wery good and right and proper all this is. But 
ſtill this is only the Theory of Religion, only his 
training, his Exerciſes, to prepare and fit him for 


4 


Action. Action alone is what muſt determine his Y 
Character at laſt, And what Action? Why common 


Life, common Morality, common honeſty, common 
humanity. Here is the Field of Action for the 
Chriſtian, to ſhew himſelf, what he is. Doth he fail 
here? doth he flinch here? is he not a loyal Subject ? 


is he not a faithful Husband ? is he not a tender Father? 


is he not a gentle Maſter? is he not a true Friend? is 
he not an honeſt Man? Why then he is not a good 
Chriſtian. But what, if inſtead of being bad under 
good Diſcipline, his very Diſcipline teach him to be 
bad? What if that teach him to violate all the com- 


mon (but no leſs ſacred for being common) Duties of 
Life? what muſt we ſay, then? why, then he's no 
other than a Soldier trained to ravage, murder and 


deſtroy his peaceful inoffenſive Neighbours. No need 
of farther Diſputation about his Church, whether it 
be a true or a falſe one, our Lord has pronounced that 


by her Fruits we may know ſuch a Church to be a falſe 


— 


Church 


W 


_— 
I 
| 


m_— y 
* 


Las! 

Church; her Prophets to be falſe Prophets; and her 
People a wretched, deluded, wicked People; wicked 
upon principle of Religion, the moſt miſchievous, 
moſt ſanguinary, moſt remorſeleſs of all Wicked- 
nels, 
And is there ſuch a Church on Earth? There is: I 
mean the Church of Rome; ſhe is not aſhamed to au- 
authoriſe the moſt ungenerous, the moſt unchriſtian 
Practices, if ſo ſhe may ſupport her favourite Doctrines. 
And what Doctrines? If we look into that crazy Foun- 
dation of all her falſe Tenets, her boaſted Infallibility, 
whether perſonally in the Pope, or collectively in 
the Body of a Council, or jointly in Pope and Coun- 
cil: is it not leſs abſurd, infinitely leſs, to ſuppoſe a 
meer Brute Animal capable of compoſing the whole 
Body of the Roman Laws, or explaining the Syſtem of 
the World by the Laws of Gravitation, than that any 


one Man, or any aſſembly of Men, however grave and 


good, ſho uld equal God in his incommunicable Attribute 
of unerring Wiſdom? 

Again: you have heard that it was ſaid not only by 
zhoſe of old time, but even by our Lord himſelf when he 
inſtituted the Sacrament of his Bodyand Blood, © drink 
ge all of this Wine, as well as eat ye all of this Bread. 
But that Church permits indeed all to eat the one, but 
none to drink the other, fave only the Clergy : except 
that the King of France, on his Coronation Day, has 
been formerly allowed to drink the Wine as well as cat 


the 
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Bread; I ſuppoſe: the Meaning was, that ſo great a Mo- 


” * 


to recommend him to the Reverence of his new Sub- 
jects by ſo auguſt a Diſtinction, be put upon an equal 
Foot of Dignity, with the meaneſt Curate in his 
Kingdom: Intolerable Inſolence! ks 
Again ye have heard that it was ſaid by God him- 


ſelf from Mount Sinai, Thon ſhalt not worſhip any 


graven 1 mage : But that Church, in flat Contra- 
diction to this Command, ſays, Thou ſhalt worſhip 
a Block of Wood or Stone, chizell'd into the Shape 
of a venerable old Man, to repreſent God the Father; 
or into a more juvenile Shape, to repreſent God the 
Son; or into the Shape of a Pigeon, to repreſent God 
the Holy Ghoſt ; or into the Shape of a fair Maiden, 
to repreſent the Virgin Mary ; or into ſundry other 


Shapes, to repreſent ſundry dead Men and Women; 


who ſome of them, in their Life Time, it is likely 
have been good; and ſome as likely have been bad; 
but whether good or bad, their Fees of Honour have 
been duly paid at the Court of Nome, their Patents 
E in 2155 Forms, they are canoniged and ſhall 
be worſhipt. | 


Once more and I have done with her Doctrines : 


what more ſhameleſs Inſult upon all the Senſe and 
Reaſon of Mankind, than that groſſeſt of all her Doc- 


E | trines 


f the very highMerits of fome 
of bis Royal Predeceſſors toward the See of Rome, might 
once in all his Life, upon ſo very ſolemn an Occaſion, 
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trines, Tranſubſtantiation, grounded on a fooliſh Ob- 
ſtinacy to underſtand our Saviour's Words in a litteral 
Senſe upon one Occaſion, when upon all other the 
like Occaſions that Church herſelf agreeth with com- 
mon Reaſon, to underſtand his Words in a figurative 
Senſe? Hence it happens, that her People are. obliged 
to believe, that a thin Wafer, after the Words of Conſe- 
cration pronounced, is inſtantly turned into a living hu- 
man Bady, with Head and Legs and Arms in all their 
full Proportions, and weighing, therefore we muſt ſup- 
poſe about two hundred Pounds ; that this Body which: 
Jaſepb of Arinathea, we may be fure, could not take 
down from the Croſs, and convey to the Sepulcher, 
without the Aſſiſtance of one or two able Men, at leaſt; 
I fay, that this very Body is betwixt the Prieſt's Fin- 
ger and Thumb conveyed within the Lips of the Re- 
ceiver, chewed and ſwallowed almoſt imperceptibly. 


This her People muſt believe, or undergo the whole- 


fame Severities of the Inquiſition or her other unmer- 
Ar | e 
For theſe and the like groſs but gainful Doc- 
trines, has ſhe raiſed innumerable Tumults, innu- 
merable Wars and Rebellions in moſt Parts of Eu- 
rope; for theſe has the employed the Gallies of 
France, the Inquiſition of Spain, of Portugal, of Ita- 
ly; for theſe has the contrived, attempted, compaſ- 
fed the Death of great and good Princes ; for theſe 
bas ſhe maſſacted- at once whole Multitudes of inno- 
ö | | cent. 
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[19] 
cent. harmleſ People ; many hath ſhe tortured ; ma- 


ny burnt to Death; and Wie! in their full Health and 
Strength, has ſhe buried alive. For theſe Doctrines 


in the wretched Reign of our Queen Mary the Iſt. 
there were publickly executed, beſides choke mur- 
dered fecretly in Priſons, there were publickly execu- 
ted in England, no leſs than four hundred Perſons ; 
twenty of them, Biſhops or eminent Cle:igy ; three- 
ſcore Women; Children more than forty ; ſome Wo- 
men big with Child ; one of theſe bore a Child in the 
midſt of the Fire, and the new-born Infant, when 
poſſibly it might have been ſaved, was barbarouſly 
thrown back into the Flames and burned. For theſe 
fame Doctrines was the intended bloody Maſſacre, 


which aſſembleth us here this Day, by which our 


King James the Iſt. the Queen, the Prince, and all 
the Royal Branches, with the Nobility, Clergy and 
Commons of England, then in Parliament aſſembled, 


were to have been deſtroyed at once, in the twinkling 


of an Eye, by a Mine of Gun powder. O Wickedneſs 
indeed beyond the Examples of all former Ages ] O 
Wickednok beyond even the Examples of that Church 
herſelf! And is this, O bleſſed Jeſu! Is this thy 


Church? This thy only Church on Earth? Her 


Martyrs as ſhe ſtiles them, who ſuffered: for this At- 
tempt, were they thy Martyrs? This Cauſe of theirs 
was it thy Cauſe? Waſt thou, when they aſſembled 
Lows 4 after e "Night! after Night to -contrive this. 
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[20 
horrible Deſign, waſt Thou preſent in the Midf of 
them . Was it by thy Spirit they were prompted to 
renounce all Allegiance to their King, all Regard. to 
ſolemn Oaths, all Reverence for publick Laws, al Af 
fection for their native Country, all the ſtricteſt ties 
of private Friendſhip, of Affinity, of Blood, all Hu- 
manity, all Bowels, all Remorſe ? to facrifice all 
theſe Regards, to hazard their own Lives, to plunge 
a whole flouriſhing Kingdom into Blood and Confuſi- 
on, and all this with no other View but of reſtoring 
the Intereſts of the Church of Rome? Haſt thou then 
indeed ordained, that Dungeons, Tortures, and all 
the moſt violent Deaths ſhall be the Lot of thoſe who 
have not their Forebeads ſealed with ber Mark ? Doſt 
thou conſecrate the Daggers which ſhe conſecrates, 
for Murders? And doſt thou bleſs the Aſſaſſins Hand, 
which ſhe. blefleth, to ſheath thoſe Daggers in the 
Hearts of Princes? Forbid it, Heaven]! Ye Inhabi- 
tants of the Earth, believe it not! Ve Proteſtants of 
theſe Realms, abhor the Thought: And bleſs ye the 
Name of God in all your ſucceeding Generations, on 
this doubly ſacred Day, for that you have twice eſcap- 
ed out of her Hands, like Fire-brands ſnatched out 
of the Fire : Once, by the Providential Diſcovery of 
the Popith Powder-Plot, juſt as it was ripe for Execu- 
tion: again, by the victorious Arms of our renowned 
King WILLIAM the: IIId. whoſe Memoty, 


4 . for having ſo heroically reſcued our Religion and Li- 
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when they were at the very Brink of Ruin; and 
for haying ſo effectually ſecured them, by eſtabliſhing 
our preſent Royal Family upon the Throne, muſt be 
to all true Lovers of ur Country- tor ever dear, for 
eyer pretious, for ever glorious: Bleſs, I ſay again and 
again, ye Pr oteſtants of theſe Realms, bleſs the Name 
of, God for theſe his wonderful. Deliyetaaces. Tell 
your Children, that they may tell theirs again, what 
great Things God has done for us. Teach them early 
to beware of that falſe Church and of her falſe Prophets, 
thoſe Wolves in Sheep's Cloathing, who ever have been 
in all Time paſt, and ever will be in all Time to 


come, eager to devour us. Particularly we, my Bre- 


thren of the Clergy, let us watch over. our Flocks as 


good Shepherds ought to do: That of he Feu, which 


God has given us, we loſe none: Let us beware of 


that ſevere Reproach from God by his Prophet Eze- 
kiel, © Wo be to the Shepherds of Iſrael, that do feed 
&« themſelves : Should not the Shepherds feed the 
« Flocks? Ye eat the Fat, and ye cloth you with the 
„Wool, but ye feed not the Flock. The diſeaſed have 
« ye not ſtrengthned, neither have ye healed that 
which was fick, neither have ye bound up that which 
was broken, neither have ye brought again that 
which was driven away, neither have ye ſought that 
which war loft ; but with Force and with Cruelty 
* baveye ruled them. And they were ſcattered, be- 
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« 42002 there is no Sbeß herd : And they became Meat 
« #0 all the Beat of the Field where "they were Kos- 
tered. (TE 1 T4549): 
Laſtly thee, 0 God, we beſeech 15 bring Ties 26s 
Wa ay of Truth, fuch as have erred and are deceived: 
To Rrengther ſuch as do Rand, to comfort and beth the 
. weak Sabel, to raiſe up them that dw, and find 
10 beat down Satan undbr 0 our Peer. n 
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